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Meeting Highlights 

2 



http://www.arrl.org/files/file/ContestResults/2018/2018-Field-Day-December-QST-Final.pdf 

• Class;     5F 
• Club or group name, call sign;  W5SLA 
• Total number of QSOs;    102 
• Number indicating power output used          

2 is less than 150 W;   2 
• Number of participants;   25 

• Total score including bonus points and 
ARRL Section;    808 



New Licensee’s; 

Upgrades; 

to the VEC’, VE’s and 
volunteers! 
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For The Record 
Point In Time Conditions 
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Check It Out 

https://forums.qrz.com/index.php?threads/qrz-celebrates-25th-anniversary.619874/ 
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Neighborly Happenings 

http://www.selarc.org/ 



12 http://www.arrl.org/news/the-k7ra-solar-update-551 

http://www.arrl.org/news/three-cubesats-with-amateur-radio-payloads-deployed-from-iss


2 Meters Repeaters 

147.27 MHz (+) 

CTCSS 114.8 

145.290 MHz (-) 

Limited Range (FM + Digital) 

70 Centimeters Repeater 

444.100 MHz (+) 

D-STAR, DMR, C4FM, FM  

444.425 (+) 

Limited Range (FM) 

2 Meters Packet  

145.01 MHz 

W5SLA-4 Digi-peater (SIL) 

W5SLA-3 Mailbox 

W5NWS-5 NWS Mailbox (VIA SIL) 

St. Tammany ARES Net 

Every Tuesday at 8:00 pm 

on the W5SLA 2 meter repeater 

2 Meters Club Net 

Every Friday at 7:30 pm on 

the 2 meter repeater 

10 Meters Club Net 
Every Friday at 8:00 pm on 

Or about 28.425 MHz USB 

75 Meter Club Net 
Every Friday 8:30 pm  

On or about  

3.920 MHz USB 

Some of your 

OARC 

Facilities 
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From the bench of Carl  
Fedrowich – KG5NXY 

Remember when you thought about installing OpenWRT on a couple of old Linksys routers 
so you could experiment with Mesh Networks?   But it was hard to find routers that 
supported OpenWRT. While some hams went to a lot of work to build mesh rigs, they were 
never very popular because of the difficulties involved.   I saw the need for a cheap, efficient 
way to create ad-hoc mesh networks, particularly in the event normal communications was 
unavailable.   I am proud to announce my success at making just such a device, the NiXY 
MESH. 

 Seen here are two HelTek  ESP32's.The top one, KG5NXY-1, is connected via USB to a PC 
running the Arduino Serial Monitor. The bottom one, KG5NXY-2 is connected to a USB power 
pack. Their tiny WiFi, J-Pole antennas cam be seen to the right of the displays, yet these 
computers have a transmit power of 100 milliwatts. Enough to EMP my laptop screen to 
death when I put both of the ESP32s next to it! 

While this a pretty simple example, it can act as a "chatroom", which automatically connects 
new users with the same ID. Users can type text messages to the ESP32 via a USB serial adapter 
and a terminal program like Putty. These messages are automatically broadcast to all of the 
connections on the mesh network. But there's more. Each unit acts as a repeater. Because the 
ESP32 has many low power features, like waking up for WiFi, the 6000 mHr battery would last a 
month to a year depending on traffic.   And if one unit is connected to the Internet, they all are. 
 Also while this is a simple prototype, with a little work, I plan to add voice and video support, 
as well as a build a Dick Tracy type, wrist watch radio for voice.  Of course the ESP32 range is 
limited, however, there are units with external antenna connectors. Also as Hams, we can use 
three channels that are unavailable for U.S. routers. Hopefully by using channel 14, the lack of 
interference will greatly extend the range.  
  
So what is their range? Well the ESP32s had no problem communicating through a foot of brick 
and 150 ft to the dash of an RV, totally stock. On Youtube one videos shows a stock ESP32 
transmitting a video stream 6 miles, but your mileage may vary ; ) The point is, that this is an 
emergency neighborhood communications device, for homes 100 to 200 feet apart, that one 
day might deliver Skype like performance when other means of communications fails.  
I am hoping that the NiXY MESH units will become so cheap (~$30), that whole neighborhoods 
can afford to have them, just for emergencies, not just Hams. 
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1968 QRM 
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Neighborly Happenings 

ARRL Special Service Club (SSC) 
recognition award 

https://www.facebook.com/W5GAD/ 
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Neighborly Happenings 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2044282109131267/ 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bKf7AUlmAok 

A Curly Turkey  
Stuffing A Turkey 

Recipe 

Separate 2 Eggs,  

2 Potatoes, Diced  

A pinch of salt 

Half a dozen oysters, don’t  
Forget to clean them!  LOL 

A can of pees 



“Seven, Three” 

20 DE W5SLA SK SK .. 


